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R E M I N D E R S :  

Today is the 

70th anniversary 

of the attack on 

Pearl Harbor. 

Please take a 

moment to 

remember 

those who lost 

their lives that 

day. 

Keiki Wonder-

land is Dec. 10 

from 10 a.m. –2 

p.m. at the 

TAMC Track.  

Entrance and all 

activities are 

free. 

Holiday Staff 

Appreciation 

Meal is Dec. 14 

from 11 a.m.-

2:30 p.m. at the 

Anuenue Café.  

See flier on page 

5 for details. 

Story and Photo by  
Stephanie Bryant 
TAMC Public Affairs 
 
SCHOFIELD BARRACKS — 
Soldiers from the Warrior Tran-
sition Battalion gathered to-
gether Dec. 2 to collect toys to fill 
a sleigh. 
     Master Sgt. Charles Owens, 
Warrior Transition Battalion, 
originally built the sleigh that he 
tows behind his motorcycle in 
2004. Every year since, except for 
last year when he was deployed, 
he has rounded up toys for Toys 
for Tots.  
     Owens, a Reservist from 9th 
Mission Support Command, was 
injured during his deployment 

last year and is now serving in 
the WTB.  
     ―This is year is very special 
because I am in the WTB and it 
is the wounded warriors sta-
tioned in Hawaii who are donat-
ing and giving,‖ said Owens. ―I 
think that is special.  They are so 
used to having people take care 
of them; this is there opportunity 
to give back to the local commu-
nity.‖ 
     The toys are being donated to 
children living in Hawaii and 
don‘t go outside of the islands.  
The sleigh that Owens and wife, 
Joanie, have built this year is a 
renovated version of the original 
sleigh from 2004. This year‘s 
sleigh has more than 500 lights 
on it and is decorated in honor of 

the holidays.  
     Owens, who has been in the 
Army for 27 years, says when he 
drives down the road he gets a 
great response from others. 
     ―People honk and wave at me 
as they drive by,‖ said Owens. ―I 
think seeing the sleigh really gets 
people in the holiday spirit.‖ 
     However, more important are 
the toys that fill the sleigh. This 
year Owens asked for toys for 
teenagers. He explained that he 
feels like children age 12-15 years 
old can be overlooked and makes 
an cards measuring 4 feet by 8 
feet have greeted residents, em-
ployees and makes an extra effort 
to buy gifts geared towards older 
children.  
      Sgt. Luke Harvey, WTB, do-
nated money to Owens‘  effort for 
the purchase of more toys. 
      ―The holidays are very impor-
tant to me. I come from a big 
family. I know what is like to go 
without and there is no greater 
gift than giving,‖ Harvey said.      
―Just to know that the money I 
donated will buy a toy that will 
put a smile on some child‘s face 
makes it all worth it.‖ 
      The toys donated by WTB 
Soldiers filled Owens‘ sleigh for 
his ride in the 37th Annual Street 
Bikers United Toy Run, Dec. 4 
that ended at Kapiolani Commu-
nity College where members of 
the U.S. Marine Corps and Toys 
for Tots Hawaii were collecting 
toys for the organization.  

WTB Soldiers donate to Toys for Tots  

Sgt.  Luke Harvey, Warrior Transition Battalion, helps load and organize a sleigh full of 
toys at the WTB headquarters, Schofield Barracks, Dec. 2. Soldiers from the unit came 
together with donations of toys to fill a sleigh created by one of their comrades, Master 
Sgt. Charles Owens. 
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Chaplain’s Thought of the Week 
one of his plant employees didn’t 

have enough money to take the 

trolley home, so Mr. Hershey paid 

for his ride. When someone 

nearby commented about Mr. 

Hershey’s generosity, he pointed 

out that he owned the trolley and 

he knew the money would come 

back to him. 

Mr. Hershey seemed to realize the 

difference between giving a gift 

Stacie Kervin 

Chap. (Capt.) 

Chaplain Clinician, 

TAMC 

 

“Hidden Motives” 

     

Reflection: In a biography 

written about Hershey’s 

founder, Milton Hershey, 

out of a pure motive versus giving 

out of self interest. 

     The next time you’re generous, 

ask yourself whether your motive 

was selfish or pure. 

 

Prayer:  Lord, remind us to help 
others and give with a pure heart. 
Show us areas in our life where 
our motives may have been selfish 
and give us wisdom to change our 
hearts. 

Chaplain ministry is available 24 hours a 

day. Patients desiring to see a Chaplain 

should call 433-5727 or ask your nurse to 

contact the Chaplain for you. After duty 

hours, a Chaplain may be contacted through 

the Information Desk at 433-6661. Chapels 

are located on D-Wing, 3rd floor. 
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TRICARE 
News Release 
 
FALLS CHURCH, Va. – The TRICARE Young 
Adult (TYA) Prime option is available for 
Purchase, Dec. 1, with coverage beginning Jan. 1, 
2012. TYA Prime will offer young adult beneficiaries 
TRICARE Prime coverage for monthly premiums of 
$201. 
     To purchase TYA Prime, dependents must be 
under age 26, unmarried and not eligible for their 
own employer-sponsored health care coverage. 
     TYA Prime is a managed health care option with 
low out-of-pocket costs. Care is delivered through 
military clinics and hospitals and the TRICARE 
network of civilian providers. 
     Uniformed services dependents may qualify to 
purchase TYA Prime if they live in a designated 
Prime Service Area and their sponsor‘s status makes 
them eligible for Prime coverage. 
     In addition to TYA Prime, young adult depend-
ents may also be eligible for TYA 
Standard, which has been available since May 2011. 
     With monthly premiums of $186, Standard 
offers eligible dependents the flexibility to see TRI-
CARE-authorized network and non-network 
providers of their choice, wherever they live or 
travel. The Standard monthly premium is 
dropping to $176, Jan. 1, 2012. 
      Complete information and application forms are 
available at www.tricare.mil/tya. 
     Sponsors and their adult dependents are encour-
aged to explore both commercial and military 

health care plan options and costs when choosing a 
plan that best meets their needs. 
     Young adults considering TYA should determine 
if they are eligible before completing and sending in 
an application. Eligible dependents may drop off the 
application and payment of three months of premi-
ums at a TRICARE Service Center or send them by 
mail or fax to their regional health care contractor. 
     Once the initial payment is made, monthly premi-
ums must be paid in advance through 
automated electronic payment. 
     TYA Prime enrollment will follow the TRICARE 
Prime ―20th of the month rule.‖ As long as the TYA 
enrollment application is received by the 20th of the 
month, coverage can begin on the first day of the 
next month.  
     For example, if an applicant wants TYA Prime to 
start Jan 1, 2012, the application and initial three-
month payment must be received by Dec. 20, 2011. If 
it‘s received after Dec. 20, TYA Prime coverage be-
gins Feb. 1, 2012. 
     Dependent eligibility for TRICARE previously 
ended at age 21, or age 23 for full-time 
students. Similar to provisions in the 2010 Patient 
Protection and Affordable Care Act, TYA 
offers eligible young adults up to age 26 the option 
to continue TRICARE Standard or Prime 
coverage, as long as their sponsor is still eligible for 
TRICARE. Unlike employer sponsored 
health plans, TYA is available only to unmarried 
young adult dependents. 
       To receive e-alerts on TYA and other TRICARE 
news, sign up at www.tricare.mil/subscriptions. 

TRICARE Young Adult Prime option available Jan. 1 
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TRICARE Hawaii Regional Beneficiary Advisory Council & Healthcare Consumer 

Committee Meeting will be held Dec. 14. For more information, click the follow-

ing link: https://einvitations.afit.edu/HCC121411/anim.cfm. 

 

RSVP deadline is Dec. 12. 

TRICARE COMMITTEE MEETING 

This year’s Holiday Reception is at Quarters 7, Dec. 10. Please RSVP by Dec. 7. For 

more information and to view the e-invitation, click on the following link:  
https://einvitations.afit.edu/HolidayReception2011803/index.cfm 

2011 HOLIDAY RECEPTION  

Please send submissions for the TRIPLER 360 newsletter to  
TAMCPublicAffairsOffice@amedd.army.mil.  All submissions must be 
received by Tuesday to be included in the Wednesday edition.   

Room 3A016 

3rd Floor  Oceanside 

 

TAMC Public Affairs 

Phone: (808) 433-5785 

Like us on Facebook!  

DPW Sewer Line Project  
        The installation Directorate of Public 

Works will be repairing a main sewer line 

along Krukowski Road through April 3, 2012.  

     This is a major line which needs to be re-

placed from the warehouse entrance road 

down to the front gate area and there will only 

be one-way outbound only traffic along Kru-

kowski Road between 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Monday-

Friday between the dates listed. Prior to 9 a.m. 

and after 3 p.m. normal traffic lanes will be 

open.  

     This line has been a problem for some time 

and it’s repair is required to prevent a major 

line failure. 

https://einvitations.afit.edu/HCC121411/anim.cfm
https://einvitations.afit.edu/HolidayReception2011803/index.cfm
mailto:TAMCPublicAffairsOffice@amedd.army.mil
http://www.facebook.com/TriplerArmyMedicalCenter#!/TriplerArmyMedicalCenter
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Story by  
Sgt. Terrance Bandy 
TAMC Public Affairs 
 
HONOLULU — There aren‘t many 
people who have proof of their 
dedication with a track record of 
50 years, but Inez Remigio, licensed 
practical nurse, does. Remigio cele-
brated her fiftieth year of federal 
service to the nation and Tripler 
Army Medical Center, Nov. 27. 
Born Jan. 29, 1940, Remigio started 
her medical career shortly after fin-
ishing school. After completing a 12
-month training program, she 
started working for the State of Ha-
waii, eventually finding work at 
Tripler after following a friend‘s 
suggestion. 
―So much has changed,‖ she said, 
pointing out a few major things 
she‘d seen over the years.  
The biggest change she‘s seen? The 
advances in technology.  

At one time the message system 
was with the use of tubes. If you 
had a message for another depart-
ment you would place it in a tube 
with the department‘s number and 
the tube would be routed to them 
through vacuum piping. Laughing, 
she recalled how the tubes would 
get backed up and no messages 
would get to anyone. 
Remigio‗s first assignment was 
with the female surgical ward. Sin-
gle and working the midnight shift 
she soon decided that the hours 
were not for her. Asking for a 
change, she was given the chance to 
work in various wards. Remigio 
worked in the surgical clinic, adult 
medicine clinic, immunizations, the 
emergency room, podiatry, proctol-
ogy, and finally dermatology, where 
Remigio stayed for more than 40 
years.  
―People ask me when I going to re-
tire and I simply say, ‗not yet‘‖ she 

explained. ―At the age of 71, I (still) 
enjoy coming to work.‖  
Thinking back over the other 
changes of the hospital Remigio 
says one of the more interesting 
changes was the pharmacy robot. 
The robot would deliver medica-
tions after being programmed 
routes around the hospital. Other 
memorable changes were the loca-
tions of the wards and the moves 
they‘ve made. The emergency room 
was once located were the VA 
clinic is. The patient would need to 
be wheeled up the hill to surgery 
each time. The command suite was 
the original library and the morgue 
used to be on the first floor. 
―Medicine, instruments, procedures 
and technology have helped so 
many patients over the past 20 to 
25 years.‖ Remigio explained. ―The 
most memorable thing over the last 
50 years (will) remain to be the 
staff and doctors‖. 

Dermatology nurse celebrates 50 years of federal service at TAMC 

Inez Remigio, dermatology nurse, receives her 50-year federal service pin from Col. Wendell Holladay, chief, Depart-
ment of Nursing, Nov. 30. (Photo by Stephanie Rush, Pacific Regional Medical Command and TAMC Public Affairs) 
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The Holland American 
Legion Band performs 
The Star Spangled Ban-
ner in front of the 
Oceanside entrance, 
Dec. 6. The band, 
which is from Holland, 
Mich., is visiting the 
island of Oahu to par-
ticipate in the com-
memoration for the 
70th anniversary of the 
attack on Pearl Harbor. 
(Photo by Stephanie 
Bryant, TAMC Public 
Affairs) 
 

Holland American Legion Band visits TAMC 
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Thanksgiving Day Mass
27 Nov 0900 hrs

Advent Hanging of the Greens 

29 Nov 1830 hrs

Christmas Eve Children’s Mass

24 Dec 1700 hrs

Christmas Eve Candle Light Service

24 Dec 1900 hrs

A Festival of Carols and Mass

24 Dec 2300 hrs

Christmas Day Mass

25 Dec 1000 hrs

New Year’s Day Mass 
1 Jan 1100 hrs

Department of Ministry and  Pastoral Care
3rd Floor D Wing, 433-5727

Holiday
Services and Programs

Immaculate Conception Mass (Holy Day)

08 Dec  0700 & 1200 hrs

Christmas Eve Mass
24 Dec 1700 hrs

Protestant Christmas Eve 
Candle Light Service

24 Dec 1900 hrs

Protestant Service
25 Dec 0900 hrs

Christmas Day Mass

25 Dec 1100 hrs

New Year’s Day Mass
1 Jan 1100 hrs

Department of Ministry and  Pastoral Care
3rd Floor D Wing, 433-5727

Holiday Services 
Tripler Army Medical Center
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